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(57) ABSTRACT

A prosthetic heart valve includes an annularly collapsible
and re-expandable supporting structure extending between
an inflow end and an outflow end and including a plurality
of struts and a plurality of posts, each post having an
elongated opening, a plurality of leaflets disposed inside the
supporting structure and operative to allow flow in a first
direction from the inflow end to the outflow end and to
substantially block flow in an opposite direction from the
outflow end to the inflow end, each of the plurality of leaflets
including flaps, and a first patch covering the opening of a
first post, the first patch being attached to a first flap of a first
leaflet.
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